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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Hon. Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 
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Prior to examination of the patent Application identified above, please amend the 
claims as follows: 


IN THE CLAIMS: 


Please cancel claims 3 and 5 without prejudice or disclaimer. 


Please enter the following amended claim: 


1 . (Amended) A method of desalinating or purifying saltwater or otherwise polluted 
water-to-be-treated via hydrate fractionation, said method comprising: 

introducing said water-to-be-treated into a hydrate fractionation column; 

injecting a hydrate-forming gas or mixture of gases into said water-to-be-treated under 
temperature and pressure conditions conducive to the formation of gas hydrate, whereupon 
said gas or mixture of gases reacts with said water-to-be-treated at a point of hydrate 
formation to yield gas hydrate and residual fluid while liberating heat of hydrate formation 
which tends to warm said residual fluid; and 

allowing said gas hydrate to rise through said hydrate fractionation column and to 
enter a hydrate dissociation region in which said gas hydrate dissociates and releases fresh 
water and said hydrate-forming gas or mixture of gasses; 
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